
AS INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAI ASSEMBLY

BiTI

T;ira*o,,, pottt and tfudxt 6n th iid*,ed, ,,Ni!&r' !d', a'd t'te" 4 o'pn"n''
ofiobnabt' a'd 

'de, Nutunab'

VHEREAS it is the rePoosibililt of tl€ St te to saf€uard the riSht ro fiecdo.m of
.p.oa"", 

"" """t"io"a 
ln At ia"ig ot rA. Constitutioo of P2kisor, 1973' es wdl a5 iD

A;.b 19 of ttrc lrrt coztioart Coveorat on GYil 
'nd 

Pottical Rights (ICCPR)' $tich
includcs the fteedom to seek, rec.ive aad lmp,rt info'I'nauon and idcar of dl knds'

r"g"tdl.* "f 
e"",i.-, adrer oeln in writing or in panL iD &e foEB of trt' or 6tough

AND WFIERBAS it i6 tIrc lequireoent of eay democraoc society ro- insE'll e rtrong

cultur€ of safety .id ideP€lxd.ic. of joumalists, teki'g iflto consrdcfrEoo sP'cruc

attacks on iouodhts and ocdie ptofessioarls;

AND WIIEREAS it ls c+edi€nt to establish a lega'l arrd instihruoosl ftolncwork fo! thc

plotcctior ard P@motion of tlt€ rights ofiouo'lists aod mcdia profasionahi

It is h€reby €oadcd aB €ol!ow5!

. 
PART I

. PRELIMINARY

1. Sbon title, extcot alld commcncemenL - (1) This Aci mey be crllcd tlc
Protccrion of]oumalists md Medie Professionuls Aot, 2021'

(2) tt sb3u crtetd to the wholc of Pakisun.

(3) It shdl co,IE into foice at onca

2. Dc6niriotrs. - In dis Act, uol€ss thtte is any&ing rcp'rgaa't i" fie subilr or

(a) 'Act- sh.[ mean drc Protection of Jousalists and Mcda Profcssiodals Act'

frm.,
O) 'Authotiry' raeaas thc Authotity estabtished under dre r'egd Aid 

'nd Ju'tic!
Authoaty Act, 2020; -r

tc) "Cornmiesioa. ,oerns rhe Indep€rdent Cotmission fo, dl. Plot ction of
loudElisrs md Medu Professronds, coosdn-[ed undcr Secrion l2 of this Acq

1d; 
:'C-ompenratioa' mans gtant'i donatior'/comP€osatory relcf in t'ros ofmoncy

ro be provrded &om fedJ r::d respective provrncill tua&/ prograrns/sc[ancs'

in casi of a iouma.liscs acodeotal d;$/ifljurv s/fine Perfor'"ing hi:/htt dutice;

(.) "Crn.tituti;o' mcros $c Constinrdon of the {slemic Republc of Prkiltani
rO 'Fcdcrel Ombudsman' a,eaas the Orubudsman csrablished uodd $'
' ' H"tr""--, Agamst lgomen at WorkPb.r AcL n12:'
ro\ cc,ol,cmmcoa' mens *re Federal Govcroment;

fi "ff"o""-.t e mezns gJrv uowelcorue sexral adwznce or iequcst for scxu'

favours ot othct vcrbal oi -xitteo comm"nication, ot Physical cosduct of a

sexual oatutc or scxually deoeaoing attitudes' tbat causirg intelfelcocc with work
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l

berform"nce or cle,tine an n'rmidenn& hosul' or offensrve uork oviroruEeot'

Ir ,1.'r,,*"pi," pr.*[ tbe complainair for retu']l to complY ro such a (equest

or rs made a condiuon for efnplolEe,}t;
,,r ,.-1i,.-,li... -*"s anv D€rsoo who rs regist€t.d and accredrted vith rcsPccuvc
''' pio" t"r"t ",a"n 

Deparcncnts and rs profeasronallv or rcgutrlv.68a9': b] a

.*oro"r. I,rrraritt.' 
_.evs 

websne or o$er oeus broaderst mcdrum ({'heoler

""1,"'" 
i, ofni'i"l ur 2rly pdson worhng for dv newsPaPcr' m€aantq nes

sch.ire , r oGer nees broadest medrurr

0f "frr.ai. profcsaiooel' ndudes mv orhcr pcrsm *8"l'iv :' P!ote'sr')na!v
" ."*o.d in rhc coilecuon, pfl'cesslog md disscrinaEoo of rnlom)auon lo Lh€

;,iii-; ;; ;;;;;'" .oi-'oi.uo-. incrding camaaperson rnd

il"-.""ph.t", ,..f,*.a .upp"o'"g staff' d.r"etr end rnrcrpteters' crhros'
'.'*.ti.^, p"ut "t'-. Uroadcaiters, printers znd drsrrihutors;

ru' ;;rrr.ar" 
"#.,- -e,ns thc o-nc' "i " mc&a house or €cnc\ which colecs and

drqs.ninats feanl cs' comnents' Phor'€raPhs aod gEpruc:

rlrouoh anv mcans of <orornuo.rcanonsr

o fi;-1;-';;;t -.ans r pEsoo who i.s crnploved m'$rv h r m','8e'id or
' rdminisrrirve cepacity lrr a medre organizruoD' or i6 bcrnE.emPtoy'd .tbete 

m 
.a

supctwuory caprdty, iafouns, eir}ez by &e naore ol &e duEe' irr1ched to brs

"fh* - uy *i."" .iUe pocers 'estcd 
rn him funcuons matnlv of a otaoegt'lar

/ admidstrativc natura
rm) *soutcei' man anv boolq pubheuon' person ot org'flzetion fi'r dEclo.s's

mfono2rioo formrng the substancc/subico of wo* undenrko bv rny l'umexsq

reportcr ormedie Profcssional'
(n) "Scbcdulc- m..ns.a Schedule ro tlrrs Act'

PART II
RIGHTS OF JOURNALISTS AND MEDIA PROFESSIONAIJ

Richl io tife aad Pmtecdon aSainst ill-t!'rt'scdt' - (l) Th< Governm'i' shatl

.r,i,re rf,ar e""A ioumrlist 2nd medir profcssiond's nght to.Ule and.secunry or

pmon, a' . onta[red rn Artide 9 ,'f r-he Conotitutiorr' 15 safeguardcd rnd tnat do such

indrfldr.al r. subi€cted to dl treatrnent.

12\ No DcrsoD or iflstihrtion, whethcr privzre or pubLc. shalJ engage lJl {ny 
'cr 

that

.rlhre; th. right to Ufe md s€culitY of anv ioumalist or mcdra professioruL

(3) h otde! to majntain *rc odcpcndcoce' imparoalirv ard fteedom of lomr'lists

and medie profcssonals, rha Covelnm'nt 6h'll t'&e sEPs to ensure thrt-el,snag or

tur*" .orit r-r.'*n"rn or narion't recrflty laws are nor utiJrzed rrbitrady to

hinder the *rk ald safcry of ioumdss and m'di2 Prufes$onrls' induding drougb

arbitrary fftest or deteirtiofl, o! the ihrcat thereo

,41 The (;ov.trun€flt shall ensurc r-b.et cff'ctive m''6ures ere taLejr to Procct
i"..malists a'd media ptofesrionds against fotctd or itvolunhry disappearmces'

iddnappinl'. dduction or oth€' rne6ods of cocrcion

15\ nre Cove'rm(rlt shall ctt{ule that loLrmrlstr and rhed8 Profe$iotrrls are

'iU'o*.a to .rtty out their JoumalisEc work Lr conllirt-affected eeas vlldtrn the

count y, .ri*to"t tlrlcats, intimidation, hanssmcnt ot fear of pcrsecution or

ta€etiog.
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,6, If rhe Co,nmis'ion 6nds rhar anv lnsEnrrior or organvrrion rs &ect]1 or

;;;"J". ;i;J ;'-;;g. .' 'i*,'pung 
r" 

'"orat€' 
ne Eshrr ro rrfe anr{

"-,"..io. "e"rn. 
rll-reaurmr 'aieguardrd 

in sub'ection (1) above tt sral rePo* ue

l^. t. ,r,i Fedsal Coremme* rnd recomm"nd aPptoPd'jte courle ot acoon

against th€ pe4errabr(s) of these wioladons

4. tught to privacy and non-disclosure of sources' - (1) Each roumalist md,medta

pr"-G."on.l ,bil h,"e rh. oghL ro Pnvrc)' wluch in'ludes Prorecoon oi the tav

'againsr inrerfeff.ce -ith h"/her home. conespondence' lamiJy'

(2r The Govemmcnt "ha.ll 
protecr all joumalists and media professionals from

unlawtrl or arbinary inrenerences wirh $eu nghr ro privaq '

,3r fhe Covemment 'hall 
o'ure r}at rrs taw" pol;oes md pracuces respecr r}e

irt ' ,o o"*.r "f r""*alsrs ard media proressonaL rnd t-hat these l'ws' porrc1es

;""i ';.;; i.";, rorce, indu.e. --ia. --'' or dueare', the drscro:ure oi
.",rrles ,nd "".r, dsctosur5 shouid onlv bc made subre'r ro law'

(4) The con6denBalirv ot souces, of iouralists or media professiona'ls' shal] be

sai.gua,ded l,y r-he Govemmmr. in taw and in pracrice

5. IndeDeEdence ir the performance of duries' - \l\ No 'oumahsr .or medi'

.'.f*'""4 tnrf oe sub ecred ro anv unlawiil or arbrtrrry 'etnction' 
on Der abuq

io perf"tm ther work independertiy, and without undue intaferoce'

r2r Anv resrricoon on fie rishr ro heedom of exprerson of ioumalsrs or medrl

"-f...i."4' must b€ in accordance srirh the existing la$s rod musr onry be
t-""r.i;il' 

r" ,.*'t- tor re'pecr or rhe dsht5 or tepuraoons o( othct' or if surh

;';;; ";;i; ;;sr mareriar thar rd"oiates nasonar' 'aci'r 
or rerigrous hared

fiat constitutes iflcitemert to discrimhatiorL hostility or violence'

(3; Any te,tncrion unposed Lnde' Secdof, 5ra of-lus {ct must:

rrr be easijv accessrble to the publtc.

,,i,::;;;i*,t,;;;"pi"l.ir.pry. "**''tv ard proporrionatrrp and

;;, ;i";;;,J;; "Jra"*' p-''.i'"i"" o orab'e T ro"marisr' reporter or medra

profesuonal ro,diu'r rus or her conducr rccordinglv'

6. C,ood faith obtigation of idumalisrs and media pmfessionals',- No l:umjti:r o!

-.dia ptofession,l sball engage in the dtssemrnation of mxtenal known t'y sucn m

individual to be fz1se or untrue'

7. Ptotection ftom abuive, violent and intolerant behaYiour' - (1) 
-Th'" 

c;;;;.t, shzli take a.lt steps to protect iounmlFts arrd media professioaals ftom

all forms oi.buse, ,ro1"""" arta 
""pt"it'tio" ^t 

the hands of any persoa> mstltutlon

Qriv,t€ or Pubjic) o' auLhodtY'

r2l lchenever anv act of abuse, wiolence or intolerant behavi6ut is committed agtnst

;;-;;;;;;";.,* or me&a proressiooal' whether perpetrated bv a pn-vatc m

li,:-',.l;;.'J.;;* ..,",-r,,'.;.v. iaro'mauo' co"ce.ing such act shau be'

#';*' I;;;;;;J'*"'r'+' a';" 'l" "gg'ie'ed loumarst or medi: proressron:J
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shaX file a complaint against the same before the Comrnission created trnder section

12 of &e Act.

(3) Lpon receipt of infomarjon identified in Section 7(2) of dlis Act, thc

Commissjon shrl, within a petiod of iourteen (14) days, take aI oecessary acuons to

investkzte ard Prosecute ;ch zcts ol abuse, violence ot intolerant behawiour' and

to tak ,pp."pn.t n€asures rmder law to prowide Prorecdon to the concemed

ioum,list. reporter ot medra professionat rn the mmrer ptescdbed under this Acl

ii Protectron againsr harassment. _ (1) f}re GoYeminent shall eflsure that every

joLrnalist, teporter and media professioflal is protected against harassment, as

defined ln Section 2(h) ofrhis Act.

(2) w}enever any act of harassment is commitEd ag:Linst my joumalisr or media

pr:fes:ional, whether perpet/ated by a Pivate or public person, instrturion or

nu&ority, lnformation concemug such act shall be, within a Period of Iourteen (1't)

dzvs, rhe eggieved ioutnalist may file r compiaint against such act of ha:assment

b€fole the Federal Ombudsman or any other rele\,?nt autionty under the Acl

(3) Upon (eceipt oI inforrmtiot identiEed in Section 8(2) of thN Act, the Federal

Ombudsman or the relevant autho;ty shail, within a penod ot fourteen days, take z.l1

Decessiry xctions to iflvestigate and ptosecute such acts of hxfassment, and to take

rppropriate measures lxldel &e 1aw ro Prowide ptotection to the corceEed

iouInalisi, reporter or medra professiooal.

PART III
TRAINING AND INSURANCE

9. Institutiofl of the Jouthalists Welfate Scheme. - (1) The provGion of zdequate

trainhg altd guarantee of insurance wi[ be govemed h accor&nce vidl tlis
pror,-isroa, ,:nder the 'Joumalists Velfare Scheme".

(2) Comptianc€ wi.h the requiremeEts of tht Srheme, estabJ.rshed pursuant ro

subsecaon (1) of Section 9 of this Act, shall be tbe responsbillty otsdr media

(3) The operarron of *re Joumalists Welfate Scheme shall be govemed under
S(:hedule I of this Act.
(4) The lorJn,lists \(relfare Scheme requfes each Media Olr'ner to ptoduce a

comprehensive, vritten safpty PoLicy and protocols for iournrlists and rnedia

profe,ror als

PART IV
INVESTIGATION AND REDRESS

10. Obligation to investigate, ptose€ute and peaaLze threat6, coetcion, acts of
violence and abuse ofiournalists, and media professionals

i1) wreie any persofl acts m a threatening, coercrve, abusi,'e or violent manner, oi
conspires to 2ct in 2 threatemng coercive, abusive or wiolmt tnanner, or aids and
abets a threatening, coercil-e, abusjee or violent act with the intmi to undemine
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rhe nrregris aad independerce of journalists and media professionals, such acts

may be teporred ro rhe Commission.

(2) The Cornmission shalt take apptopriate steps to ensue accourtability for such
acts by conductiag impetial, ptompt, thorough, independmt ard effectrve

investigations into aII such rcports.

The Commission r@y set up an advisory committee to derermine whether the

complaint should be taken up o! noL

(3) Folow]ng tbe required investrgations under section 10(2) oa the Act, dre

CorDmission shall ensue that all perpetratots are proseoted alld simultaneousl,v

ensure that the aggriewed ioumalists have access to adequate rnd effective

Provided that if a ioLinalist camot afford access to legal aid the Commission

may tefer the case of the agg eved joumalist to the Authollw who shall ensure

free of cost legal aid to the uctm.

11. Combating impunit, .

(1) No tlreatening, co€rcive, abusive or violent act, cornmitted agarrst jounnlists o!
media professionals, shall be *empt ftom immediate and effecnve investigtion
andproseotion.

(! The Goveinment shatt develop and implernent strategres for combatiflg ir.Pmity
fot tlose eirpging-in conduct meDtloned rr section 1 1 (1) of dis Act, parriculaiy
with regqd fo the {oflo\flng:

i. Moflrtodng and conducdflg investigations into cases reported by
joutnalists, media ptofessionals, theit families or cilrl society

organizations worktng on joumahsts' Protectloq
n. Coordinating policy and acoon between relevant gowemment authorities;

in. Ensutng the panicipation of joumalists, and media ptofessionals, aodlot
rheL fmilies, in processes aimed at gunanteeing their protection and

sljeD.
(3) The Govemment will implement best practices pror,ided for in the Uflited
Nanons PIan orAction on Safety ofJoumalists and dre lssue oflmpuoity.

PART V
ESTABLISHMENT bF THE INDEPENDENT COMMISSION FOR

THE PROTECTION OF JOURNAUSTS AND MEDIA
PROFESSIONAIS

,2. Establishment ofa Commission lot the Ptotection ofJourna[sts and Media
Professionals.

(t The Fede/,I Gorernment shrl consti'u ( an rndependenr comrrussron to be

Lnown as the Commission for the lrotecuon of Journalist and l\4edia

Professionals (CPJMP) to qercrse the povets and perform the tunctions under

5
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i A Chauperson. who has demonstrzble kaowledge of or practlca.l

eiperience of nxnimum rwenty i,eds in, maners relaung to IaE, justice

ead human nghrs;
n Four memberc nominated b1 the Iakistan Federal timon ofJoumalists

]FU), one member from each Province ofPakistan;
li One member who is a represmtatrwe of the Nauonal lress Club C,IPC)

.trnd one reptesentaEve &om each provincral press club, as nominated by
+'c dub. r$pe.rie.l).

iv Ore represefltat('e of the Mimstry of Human tughts, as nominated by
Ministry of Humaa Rrghts (ex of6cio); and

v. Ooe represmtatve of Midsuy of Informaflofl and Broadcasuig not less

rh,n the r2nL ofJoult Secietary (ei ofEcio).

(3) The Commission may co'opt any person having demonstrable knowledge of, or
practlei exp€rience rf,, mtters relatirg to joumalism as a member.

l3.Appoiatment of Chairperson
(1) The Mr.nisuy of Hunian Rights in consultation v1& Ministry of Informaoon and

Broadcasting shall, invite suggestions by the press for a judge and nominate a

panel of expms for appoiotment as Chairperson of the Commission and, after
proper scrutiny, shall submit a Jist of three persons to the Fedeml Govemment.

(2) The Federal Government shall appoint a Chairpe6ofl ftom the names
submiued bv the Mnistry of Hrnan Rights.

14.Term of office ofthe Chairperson and llembers.
(1t A p"t""" afpointed as Chatpenon or r member shatl hold o€6ce initatly fot a

ten:r of two years ftom *re date or vllch he/she enters upon his/her ofnce
drendable for anothe!.no years.

Pro\ided that *re tem of the ofice may be exrended once.

(2, 'rhe Chrrperson or a member may resign from his/her office in irriting under
his/het hand addtessed to the President and on acceptance of the leslgratiofl;
such vecancy shall be 6iied *rthin 30 days.

ls.Removal of the Chairpefton and members. - Thc Chairmm and mmbets may be
tanowed ftom ofice by the Feder:l Govement if they are Iound to be:

z) suJt/ or rr .co,lducr: o'
b) gtrilty of unslEsfacrory performmcq or
c) ufir to continue in of6ce by teasoa of bemg menta.Uy or physicaly chalenged

a$d stands so dedared by a competent medical authority; or
d) con'icted of any offence involving moral turpitude bem senteflced to

imprisonment for a term of not less thaa two year

Ptov'tded that the Federal Govemmeot may remove the Charpeilon or mernbets on aay
one of the grounds tisted above.

16. Terms and conditions of service of memb€rs inctuding ChairpeEod. - The
salaries and .,llowances payabte to, an<l retrns and conditions of swice ot the members
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shall be such as may be Presoibed by the Federal Gowemment n consultation with the

lndepend.ot Cotffnission.

Prcvided tllat neither the salzr-v md allovaflces nor the terms md conduoos of savice

of a member shall be varied to his/her disadvantage afte'r the appointmenr'

PART VI
MANAGEMENT AND PROCEDURES OF THE COMMISSION

17. Functions of the IndePendenl Commission' - (1) the Commissioo shall

nstom all or aov oi he fouowmg runcrions. namelv:

,l O,, o.ooon Drc'enred ro ir bv,n ,gg''*ed;"'Jnalis' reponer or otho medta
' ' p,o{"-'"io,',t "' *y pssor on lus/hcr behalt rnqure rnLo complams of-

Theats or acts of torture, killing, wiolent attacks, fotced disaPPearance'

rbiurn mesr. rrbru v derenrion and hara,smart: or

rr.stigence - 't''. 
p.-."o". of "".t ' 

rolaoon'. as lisred u Parr ll of rhs

Act, by a public savant.

(i)

(!)

/tl Produce m ennL.ral report on r-rre qr:rc ofmedia freedom rd 'afery ro be rrbled

before rhe Prhameni, rhrough rhe \'tru"tr, of Humrn Rrghts 
'nd 'ubmir xnl 

-
orJ:er urdepen,Jenr repon., a' ald when 'onsrdered 

nece'"rv' to -he Mitustrl ot

Humln Rights.
,.) Derer-r,. whelher d .rifected loumJr'r is ekible for comPensauon ard

,ecommend Lhr .ae ol tompen(lEon Io a lrcdE Joumrhcr or rheLr legal hens in

case of-th& havrng been 
-killed 

to a notiEed officer under atrv prowincial

compensatoty f',-;..k ^l*"dy 
esrablished bv the ptovrncial and Fedetal

18, Procedure ofthe Independ€nt Commission' - (1) The Commission sha[ regulat€

irs own procedure

(2) AI decisiofls, dlrections and orde$ of the Comrnission sha'tl be duly auth€flticated

iy ,rr" Cf,."po."" "f 
*e Co$mission ot bv 

'ny 
o*ret member of the Commission

dr.rly authorued by the Chairperson rn thiq hehart

13, The qJorum for r meenng of the Commlssion ch'll not be le^s $an one-hrlf ol

fie roral -nembehHp of thdC.mrmssron.

r4r The Commsron <haX rake decisrons rn accordarce wrth he vrcws oFrle mapnry

6r r!. membtrs oresent md. rn csse ot a deadlock, rne member pre'iding rhe meeEng

shall have a casting vote.

19. lnquiry into complaints. - The Commission, vlhie rnquring into co".eli"I bv.'

r",,i"ahsu medi, profes"iona.l ot other dulv authonzed indrqdual on behalf of such

,;;Ja; ". medra Professronal, -,v iu ro' irformaLion ftom the Federal

Governmenr, a ProvinoJ Covermenl, r-he inrellgence agencies or an} ottrer

"",f,"ai, ". "rg*r,i.n, subordinate ttrereto, wr*r:a such time as mav be specifed

by it
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Pr@idel fi,r rr rhe informroon or.epon rs nor received w|hir r\e drne sdDularedu), u,c Lomrrui\ron. rr ma) p-o.ed ro inquire roro rhe.omp,arr on ir) own.

20. Powerb retarinS to inquiries. _ ,t. tbt Commr*ron shalJ. rvhne mquLring urocomplarrs urder rtus Ac . hrve all rle fouourn r rfrno , (,,i,under ( ode or c erl procedure. reos. 6 1s"p... "6i .h. i.u;;;;;;; ;#i; '-

(a) summorung trnd entorcins the attenuderorh ,drnce or wime!!r) and eramrung rhem

'b' d,sco.erv and producnon of dormenr.;
(L) rccdi'r,1g eudence on zffidaqrs.
rdi r..surng .ornrfls.rons tor the exJnunauon of wrr,r"""e. or JorumenLs: anrjfel /1v olher marrer wlxch mar be prescnbed.

/2) the.orYrus"ion shal be de.med to be a osrl rour. to rhe exrex. that 1\descflbeo rn secrions t75, t78. l-9. t80 and 22g oFrhe r"r"",. p*J C.a. i*.i,,Acr YL\ of 1860J rrany or ihe ofren.e" 1.,.d,"",. *;.;;,; ; ;;J;pre"erce of the Commisuon. &e Conrus.ron ,h,rl ,f,., ,...di".-;.";;
:lli.*:..c dre:Icnce.and rhe srj,emen, .r ,h. ,.*.J;* ;;d.f;-#:LUUi or LnrrrnJ] I,ro.edre. t8r8 , \d V of t8q8,. forw d rhc cas. to 2 Mrp1ltrarcha,ens.lun.drcno.o ,rv rr:e _m. aDd rhe Mas"ua,e " _i";;.;;J"".;.:;:
rorwardeLr shalJ proceed ,o h@ ,r....'",t",",,g-"i." ,n."#J;, i;:':"T;,:b€en i'orrar&d .o h,- under section 34i or the"c.d" ;i a;;;;;;;"::#;
i{ct \- of 189s).

/l)F\cr) 
F{ocqed,ng berore r}e Canm;"sron.hatr be oeemrd to be a iud.toatp-roceedrng wrtlxn rh, meanrng of seruor" tot. t06 and Zr .f ,r,. r,"f_,.*" plii

Code. 1800 (Acr XL\- of ts6oi

,, 
"I:*llln !!t.- . .No suit. prose€udon o, o her resar procredhp ,hjr rre.s ns rh.. member. .f fie conh,(,un or irs ortcds r.;,"fud i.n? ;;. /her oi 6oal c,paoq. $hich F done r Bood r,,,h or mrended ;;;; il.:#; :; ./\cr or the rule:. InsLru.rron. -r direrdon. made or rssued hereundu.

22. APplicat;on of dre Act. - Tle pror rsions of rhr" Acr sball br compted wrrh aiJ

ilIl;fl-t equarrv in dmes ir ,'-.a -nn." ;;-:;;:i;.-;,fl,
23. Remo.ral of difficukies. - I[ my difficutty arises in givhg effe* ro anv of rheprovisions of this Act, rLe Govemment may matre t""h ;d"i "-;;;-n"li# J;rl,e pr.vrsr,,ns of rhis Acr, as m;y ar

rernoung the dificultv. -)pear to be necessarv' for the pu+ose of

I

PART V
MISCELI,{NEOUS



SCHEDIILE I

Journalists wclfare Scheme

lJrrr \: (rbhau,r tu hlure

(1) Media ou'rlers have a legll obligaxon to plodde life and health insurance

coverage to each joumalisr ot medu professional, prowided rhe joumalist or
media professional satis6es any of the foUowing criteda-
(a) Has I long-term contract (for any period exceedrrg oae vear) with the media

O) Has €ntered rndo a shon term contract (for any period under one year) with
the media house; or

(c) Has be€fl employed to work in a dangerous location even where no contract

P".r R: Obl+,atro,r rr, l'roi

(1) Each journalisr or media ptofessional shall receive mandatory/compu.lsoty safery

llainirlg, based on man&tory wdtten policies and protocols, induding safety

protocols of the Media House:
(a) Wnhin thg erst moo*r of recmitment; and
(b) Prior to engagng in a$y teporting or ioumalistic work in zny location.

(2) The Mfeq]' qdning mentioned lJr Secnon (1) ot Patt B of *ris Schedule is to be

pror.ded free ot,o"t b1 med: omer..

(3) For joumalists ard media professionals in dangercus locarions, intensive Eaimng
must b€ provided free-of-cost by media o*mets to ensure:

(a) Awareress of r1sk5 assooated \r''lth rh€ir gofessiofl in the Patticular

(b) U erstanding of the safety nnes md procedures 6at must be'obsen'ed;
(c) Efreclve caprclty bultdhg of joumatjsts, and media profess.ionais in the
foUowing ,reas:

(, He^lth and Envirooment l Hzatds Tr^ining (HEHD;
G) Avoidance, Detenerce ,nd Escape Tmioibs (ADET); and

(ii, Kidnzpphg atrId Crises Responses T.ahing (KCRT).

9



Statement ofObiects and Reasons

'Ihe Committee fbr the Pmtection of Journalists estimates that befirveen 1992 a\d 207t' ' 
at

least 61 joumalists were killed il1 Pakistan. In addition to acts ofviolence that result iD the

Ioss of lives of lournalists, and media professionals, there are equally serious concerns

pertaining to acts ofintimidation, harassment and coercion ofjournalists notjust in Pakistan

?ut around the globo.

ln accordance with Pakistan's constitution, as well as its international legal commitments

r}le State ofPakistan has a responsibility to secure the right to freedom ofexpression within

:Lts ter.itory. The protection and promotion of the rights of ioumalists, and media

professionals is (:entral to the safeguarding ofthe right to freedom of expression' In fact' the

International Federation ofJournalists has emphasized, "the work ofa free, independent and

impartial pless constitutes one ofthe basic foundations ofa democratic society"'

'Ihere is, therefore, an urgent need tdensure accountability for all forms ofthreats, coer€ion

lnd violence against iournalists, and media professionals. Ensuring accountability in this

regard has the additional obiective of detering/preventing future threats and/or attacks

against journalists, and media professionals, by actively investigatitg, prosecuting and

punishing such .Lcts that effect all media professiooals and the right of all persons to enioy

their right to freedorn ofopinion and expression

(Dr, Shireen M. Ma'zari)
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