
FRIDAY, FEB. 21, #LLF2020 / ALHAMRA ARTS CENTER, MALL ROAD

FFlahore literary festival
/lahorelitfest @lhrlitfest

HALL 1 HALL 2 HALL 3 HALL 4 HALL 5

11 a.m. – 1 p.m. Opening Ceremony 
Razi Ahmed, Founder and 

CEO LLF, E.U. Amb. to 
Pakistan H.E. Androulla 

Kaminara, Chairperson of 
the Lahore Arts Council 

Moneeza Hashmi, and Aziz 
Boolani, Chief Executive 

Serena Hotels 
 

followed by 

My Name is Red 
 

Ahmed Rashid in 
conversation with the 

recipient of the 2006 Nobel 
Prize in Literature 

Orhan Pamuk

2:30 – 3:30 p.m. Global Retreat from 
Multilateralism

Is the world order  
in peril? New alliances, 

new challenges 
 

Vali Nasr, Kaya Genc  
and Maleeha Lodhi 

 
Moderated by  

Zahid Hussain

A Pashto Mushaira:  
Legacy of Rahman Baba’s 

Timeless Poetry

Celebrating the eternal 
Pashtun Sufi Dervish

Abasin Yousafzai,  
Shahida Shah, Akbar 

Hoti, and Rubab Azmat

Moderated by  
Samra Fakhr 

Book Launch 
 

 
A translation of  

Salima Hashmi’s The Eye 
Still Seeks (Contemporary 

Art from Pakistan) from 
English to Urdu

Salima Hashmi, Nasir 
Abbas Nayyar, and Arfa 

Sayeda Zehra  
 

Moderated by 
Khaled Ahmed

Book Launch 
 

An Illustrated Talk on 
The Merman and the 

Book of Power: A Qissa

Tracing the history of the 
Abbasids from the time a 

caliph comes upon a 
talismanic book that binds 

the fate of two star-
crossed lovers

Musharraf Ali Farooqi  
in conversation with  

Usman Tanveer Malik

 
Miniature Modern 

 
Quddus Mirza in 
conversation with  

Olivia Fraser, who has 
earned wide acclaim with 
her paper interpretations  

of miniatures

3:45 - 4:45 p.m. One Man’s Climb:  
A Journey of  

Trauma, Tragedy and 
Triumph on K2

A presentation by K2  
and Everest-climber 

Adrian Hayes with an 
introduction by Amna 

Rizvan Ali, Editor Hello! 
Pakistan 

Speaking Truth to Power

Decades of Unwavering 
Journalism; Herald  

and Newsline

Tehmina Ahmed,  
Talat Aslam, 

and I.A. Rehman

Moderated by  
Razestha Sethna

Lahore: A Framework  
for Urban Conservation

Foregrounding the 
preservation of the  

Walled City of Lahore

Masood Khan, Nayyar Ali 
Dada, Attiq Uddin Ahmed 

and Kamran Lashari

Moderated by  
Maryam Rabi 

Book Launch

A discussion on the 
collection of Urdu short 

stories delving into 
societal, sectarian issues 

 

 
 Moderator: 

 
Baghdad: City of Blood,  

City of Peace 
 

An illustrated talk  
with Justin Marozzi 

 

*THIS PROGRAM IS TENTATIVE AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE. FOR UPDATES, PLEASE VISIT LAHORELITFEST.COM.  
LLF IS A PRIVATE EVENT, WHICH IS FREE AND OPEN-TO-PUBLIC. RIGHTS OF ADMISSION ARE RESERVED.

*This year's LLF will also feature a three-day exhibition by Asma Chishty of Destinations 
magazine showcasing the natural wonders of Punjab province, as well as a  

three-day interactive exhibit by the Citizens Archive of Pakistan



HALL 1 HALL 2 HALL 3 HALL 4 HALL 5

10 – 11 a.m. Of Princes and 
Patronage; Imperials  

and Imperialists
 

Exploring Mughal-era  
art and aesthetics 

 
Audrey Truschke, 

Mehreen Chida-Razvi, 
and William Dalrymple 

 
Moderated by  

F.S. Aijazuddin 

Mining Conflict:  
Writing on Life in  
a Turbulent World

Oyinkan Braithwaite, 
Aysha Baqir,  

Romesh Gunesekera,  
and Bilal Tanweer 

 
Moderated by  

Georgina Godwin, Books 
Editor for Monocle 24

Ode to the Stanza 

Celebrating Pakistan’s 
English-language poetry

Mehvash Amin,  
Afshan Shafi, Ilona Yusuf, 

Marianne Jungmaier,  
and Athar Tahir

Moderated by  
Haris Khalique 

Women on Wheels:  
A Silent Revolution 

Salman Sufi 
and Syeda Henna  

Babar Ali

Moderated by  
Nayab Jan

 
Young Urdu Poets

11:15 a.m. – 12:15 
p.m.

Terror in Kashmir

Arif Nizami,  
Mushaal Hussein Mullik 

and Nitasha Kaul 
 

Moderated by 
Khaled Ahmed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         Moderator 

The Modern:  
Bombay to Karachi

Exploring art and 
collectorship post-

independence 
 

Nour Aslam, Samina Iqbal 
and Zehra Jumabhoy of the 

Courtauld Institute, who 
specializes in contemporary 

South Asian art

Moderated by  
Salima Hashmi

Book Launch  
 

The Suncatcher

Maarya Rehman in 
conversation with author  

Romesh Gunesekera

 
Hijabistan 

 
The all-encompassing veil 

entraps some women—but it 
can liberate others 

 
Award-winning actress and 

singer Sanam Saeed in 
conversation with author 

Sabyn Javeri

12:20 – 1:20
 
 LUNCH

1:30 – 2:30

A discussion on how 
Faiz’s poetry is 

transcending borders  
and languages, and firing 

people’s movements

Aitzaz Ahsan,  
Zehra Nigah and  
Noman-ul-Haq

Moderated by  
Salman Akram Raja

 
Critical Concerns  

for Pakistan in  
the Years to Come

Shahid Zahid in 
conversation with former 

editor, The Herald,  
Senator Sherry Rehman

55 Lawrence Road
  

Memories of a Jewish 
family that left  

Pakistan in 1973

Nayyar Ali Dada,  
Hazel Kahan, and  

Shireen Pasha 
 

Moderated by  
Aliya Naseer Farooq

Book Launch

My Sister, the  
Serial Killer

Nigerian-U.K. Man Booker 
Prize longlisted novelist 
Oyinkan Braithwaite  
in conversation with  

Aysha Raja

Book Launches 

P.S. Pestonjee
 

Chronicling the life of a 
91-year-old Parsi in Karachi 

through photographs 
 

Author Arif Mahmood in 
conversation with  

author Maniza Naqvi

A Guest in the House
 

A collection of short stories 
penned to narrate the 

turnaround of Karachi’s 
Pioneer Book House 

Sabyn Javeri in 
conversation with author  

Maniza Naqvi
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2:45 – 3:45 p.m. Book Launch

New Kings of the World 
 

Fatima Arif in 
conversation with  

Fatima Bhutto

State of Communication: 
Pakistan’s Role in a 

Divided Muslim World

Hina Rabbani Khar  
in conversation with  

Vali Nasr 
 

Moderated by  
Farhan Bokhari

 
Transcending Geographies

Exploring the mechanics of 
how Urdu travels in 

translation 
 

Rocio Moriones Alonso, 
translator of the works of 
Manto and Fahmida Riaz 

from Urdu to Spanish, 
Aamer Hussein, Amjad 

Islam Amjad and Shahnaz 
Aijazuddin

Moderated by  
Musharraf Ali Farooqi 

Book Launch

The Lion and  
the Nightingale

A journey through  
modern Turkey 

 
Osama Siddique in 

conversation with Turkish 
novelist and essayist 

Kaya Genc

Early Childhood Urdu Books

Hallagulla Reading Set
 

Daniyal Noorani, 
Musharraf Ali Farooqi, 

Baela Jamil,  
Mariam Tareen  

and Irfan Bokhari

Moderated by  
Hira Azmat

 

4 – 5 p.m. Bigotry Brigade:  
Where is India Headed? 

 
Audrey Truschke,  

Nitasha Kaul,  
and Vali Nasr

Moderated by  
Victoria Schofield

Between Tradition and 
Modernity: The Art  
of Abdur Rehman 

Chughtai, Shakir Ali, 
and Sadequain

 
Ijaz-ul-Hassan and  

F.S. Aijazuddin 
 

Moderated by  
Ali Majid

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Moderator: 
 
 

Book Launch

The Inner Life of a Nation

Noorzadeh Raja in 
conversation with  

the author of  
The Inside City,  

Anita Mir
 
 

Future of Museums  
in the World 

 
Tehniyat Majeed in 

conversation with 
Alexandre Colliex, a 

former head of 
international exhibitions, 
Centre Pompidou, Paris 

The Global Lure of  
Turkish Soap Operas

Aslan’s Roar: Turkish 
Television and the Rise of the 

Muslim Hero author  
Navid Shahzad  
in conversation  

with Fifi Haroon 
 

Moderated by 
Khaled Ahmed

*THIS PROGRAM IS TENTATIVE AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE. FOR UPDATES, PLEASE VISIT LAHORELITFEST.COM.  
LLF IS A PRIVATE EVENT, WHICH IS FREE AND OPEN-TO-PUBLIC. RIGHTS OF ADMISSION ARE RESERVED.
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HALL 1 HALL 2 HALL 3 HALL 4 HALL 5

10 – 11 a.m. Book Launch

The Anarchy;  
Post-Mughal politics

 
A presentation by  

author William Dalrymple 
with an introduction by 

Jahanzeb Aslam  

 
Book Launch 

 
Islamic Empires

Featuring a discussion  
on the Islamic Empires of 

the Mughals, the Safavids, 
and the Ottomans 

 
Justin Marozzi,  

Audrey Truschke,  
and Kaya Genc

 
Moderated by  
Hasan Karrar 

How to Make Students 
Read More

  
Introduction by Sweden’s 
Ambassador to Pakistan 

H.E. Ingrid Johansson

 Amna Khalid,  
Mehar Jabeen Agha, Mehar 

Zaidi Rehman,  
and Nadia Parveen 

 
Moderated by  

Abbas Rashid 
 

* With closing remarks 
by Syed Babar Ali

Spotlighting New Writing 

An introduction to  
the Zeenat Haroon  

Rashid Prize

Muneeza Shamsie,  
Samia Altaf, Aisha  

Hamid, Yusra Amjad,  
and Selina Rashid

Moderated by  
Nelofar Bakhtyar

Situating Art

Art in Public Spaces

Alexandre Colliex and 
Jonathan Jones in 

conversation with Zahra 
Khan, Creative Director 

Foundation Art Divvy 
 

Book Launch

Beydari

Actor, writer, comedian Beo 
Zafar and translator Asma 

Nabeel in conversation  
with Shaukat Fareed 

11:15 a.m. – 12:15 
p.m.

 
Digital Trumps Print?

A discussion on how 
traditional media outlets 

are coping with the  
rise of social media 

 
Arif Nizami,  

Munizae Jahangir,  
Zafar Siddiqi, and 
Marium Chaudhry

Moderated by  
Benazir Shah

Eyewitness: Brokering 
Peace in Afghanistan

 
Vali Nasr and  

Riaz Mohammad Khan 
 

Moderated by  
Ahmed Rashid 

 
Power, Politics and 

Betrayal in Mughal Lahore

The Tomb of  
Emperor Jahangir 

 
SOAS University of London 

specialist on the art and 
architecture of Mughal South 
Asia Mehreen Chida-Razvi 

 
Moderated by  

Zehra Jumabhoy

Book Launch

Future Tense 
 

Kashmir in the  
eye of the storm 

 
Sabyn Javeri in 

conversation with  
author Nitasha Kaul

 
Book Launches 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12:20 – 1:20 p.m.
 
 LUNCH

1:30 – 2:30 p.m. Punjab: A Syncretic Land  
 

Art and Portraiture from 
the Sikh Court of Lahore to 

the opening of Kartarpur 
Peace Corridor

F.S. Aijazuddin with 
William Dalrymple 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Moderator

 
Where the Oxus Flows; 

Story of Central Asia
 

A presentation by  
Iftikhar Salahuddin

Moderator:

Cricket, Citizenship 
and the Post-Colonial 

Narrative

In memory of Ashiq 
Qureshi, citizen, 

philanthropist and 
sportsman

Author of The Fix Omar 
Shahid Hamid and Romesh 

Gunesekera

Moderated by 
Georgina Godwin
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2:45 – 3:45 p.m. Talking to the Stars 

Pakistan’s Brave  
New Cinema

 
Mahira Khan in 

conversation  
with BBC journalist  

Fifi Haroon

Punjabi Drama The Meditative Dot 

Jonathan Jones, art 
commentator for  

The Guardian, in conversation 
with celebrated contemporary 

artist Waqas Khan 
 

Moderated by 
Rabiya Jalil

Book Launch Literary Aesthetics

Launching this  
year’s edition of  

the Aleph Review 
 

Mehvash Amin, Muneeza 
Shamsie, Tapu Javeri,  

and Quddus Mirza 
 

Moderated by 
Osama Siddique

4 – 5 p.m.
 

Writing Away  
From the Center

 
How literature can be  
used to shape a more 

democratic world

Orhan Pamuk and  
Mohsin Hamid

 Moderated by  
Shahid Zahid 

 
Punjabi Drama

 
Nairang Baithak 

 
I.A. Rehman,  

Mubashar Hasan,  
Nayyar Ali Dada,  
Masood Asher,  
Shireen Pasha,  
Qasim Jafri et al

 
Mental Health 

Integration With South 
Asian Culture

 
Jasmyn R. Khawaja,  
Daheem Deen, and 

Maryam Suheyl 
 

Moderated by 
Fatima Mohsin Naqvi

 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Moderator: 
 

HALL 1 HALL 2 HALL 3 HALL 4 HALL 5
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